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JOINT STATEMENT 
 

Meeting between the Chief Minister and the Mayor of Algeciras 
  
The Mayor of Algeciras, Spanish MP Jose Ignacio Landaluce held a meeting with the 
Chief Minister this afternoon at No 6 Convent Place. 
  
The Deputy Chief Minister Dr Joseph Garcia and the Minister for the Environment and 
Health Dr John Cortes were also present. 
  
The purpose of the meeting, which took place at Mr Landaluce’s request, was to discuss 
the policy of the GSLP/Liberal Government in relation to the question of fishing in Gibraltar 
waters in general and the enforcement of the Nature Protection Act in particular.  The 
Mayor wanted to explore the possibilities that exist for the fishermen to continue making a 
living. 
  
The Chief Minister explained the policy of the Government and emphasised the point that 
the enforcement of the law is a matter for the Royal Gibraltar Police adding that the 
Government does not Constitutionally have the power to instruct the Police on operational 
matters of this kind. He added that the position of the Government is that the application of 
the law should be equal for everyone and it is not acceptable that it should be tolerated 
that certain groups or nationals should be above the law.  
  
In pursuance of understanding of the law, it was agreed with Mr Landaluce that 
representatives of the fishermen potentially affected will meet with technical officers of the 
Ministry of the Environment in order for them to understand what exactly Gibraltar law 
provides for and prohibits.   
 
It was also agreed to put the fishermen’s representatives in touch with the Commissioner 
of Police so that they can understand the independent nature of law enforcement in 
Gibraltar. 
  
The Chief Minister also reaffirmed that the development of good neighbourly relations with 
Spain and with the people of the Campo de Gibraltar was a priority for the new 
Government. 
 


